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Gender Inequality for Online Dating
	Society plays a critical role in shaping the future life of individuals. Therefore, as marriage is a stage of every person, men and women have been tough essential roles that need to be done. Moreover, traditionally individuals used to meet physically and start dating on different occasions or events. Nevertheless, with the advancement in technology, many things have changed because of the development of online dating sites and social media, making it possible for people to interact around the world. Online dating sites have had affected people’s ways of life, especially in terms of dating, because a relationship can now be built easily. However, significant gender inequality is presented in online dating on an individual, micro and macro levels. This paper will focus on examining individual-level social processes resulting in gender and hooking up, explaining the interactional level facets in same-sex dating and discussing macro-level social factors resulting in gender and hookup, and providing suggestions on using technology and maintain the importance of men and women relationship.
Gender Socialization through Online Dating
	Relationship among different genders has always been in existence for many years within the society. However, all the processes are always developed and the values provided by the society for individuals to follow. Chappetta & Barth (2016) argue that before online dating began due to advancement in technology, individuals have always hook up and involve in an intimate relationship and is the most vital bond. Nevertheless, significant gender inequality has arisen due to online dating because the procedures have changed from face-to-face. Although men and women have different perspectives on intimate relationships, they must recognize this gender socialization and its effects on online dating.
	Many individuals have been predisposed by gender socialization without their knowledge. One-way gender socialization has influenced individuals view of the world and intimate relationships are how society has made different genders believe in what is required and suitable insolences and behavior (Strapko et al., 2016). therefore, gender socialization starts at the lowest stage of development, including birth, then strengthens during the adolescent’s stage and results in gender inequalities in different sectors such as employment and education. Also, this gender socialization can provide individuals with beliefs and attitudes that might impact their life and well-being during their adolescent stage and future life. 
	Adolescence is an essential part f human life where gender insolences and behaviors can be enhanced and new gender roles are developed. Also, it is in this stage where negative results of various gender values start to be seen. Strapko et al. (2016) defined gender socialization as the procedure where people advance, improve and learn how to do gender by adopting gender values and functions while relating critical elements of socialization, including family members and other social networks and institutions. Doing gender is critical and has been in existence for several years. For instance, Chappetta & Barth (2016) claimed that women disclose more while dating than men. Self-disclosure is a personality character developed by society; therefore, men always work by being viewed as threatening, determined, detached, accomplishing and impassive. 
 	Online dating site requires individuals to update their profile. Therefore, the traditional gender stereotypes are also presented on online dating platforms. For instance, Strapko et al. (2016) stated that society has shaped how individuals behave in the relationship. The same source added that many people traditional behaviors such as waiting for the man to make the initial moves are used on online dating sites. It is rare for women to start conversations with men. Moreover, Chappetta & Barth (2016) added that when women began the conversation, they tend to reduce their response rate after some time. The gender role prevalence makes men more dominant and thus, females prefer men to start the conversation.
	Society has fostered gender inequality on how ideal couples should look like. Many individuals have learned how to know if a person is perfect for them by looking at the profile picture. Men take time to view a woman's profile before messaging them. Therefore, gender inequality looked like wearing makeup, dress they wear and taking a full-body picture. Although different societies have varying relationship norms and ideal values for couples, the inequality will be based on the values. Also, women are looking for men in terms of their having tattoos or the type of work. Therefore, financial stability is still an essential role for women to look at. Masden & Edwards (2015) claimed that looking down on being sex-positive is considered in online dating. Any individuals recognizing as sexual was regarded as a key turn-off for men and women. Also, men who have uploaded many photos on their dating sites had higher chances of getting messages and women.
Interaction Level Aspects
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	Society has opened up to accept the way technology advancement has changed the courting and dating process. However, most of them have not fully accepted certain micro-levels of dating, such as same-sex dating. They will have to accept as the law has permitted people from the same gender to court, date and marry. The concept of same-sex dating is one of the controversial topics that had provided immense debate. Rostosky & Riggle (2017) argued that same-sex dating has always gained immense opposition in the United States. Nevertheless, before the supreme court could allow the legalization of same-sex marriage in United States, many societies had differing views on the issue. However, technological advancement resulted in changes in society notions and now they have begun to understand.
	Dating apps are becoming the modern-day platforms for hookups, dating and networking. Although dating apps have made things easy for same-sex individuals to meet new partners and develop intimate relationships. More concerns on gender inequality still influence some people and make them not make their sexual identity clear and open to society. For instance, Byers & Cohen (2017) claimed that same-sex dating weakens dating institutions that have continuously explained it for being between a man and woman. Traditionally, people have an intimate relationship with individuals from different genders. However, same-dating has changed the formation.
	Same-sex sets are getting it hard to find their matches in online dating apps, despite its intentions being to make it easy for people to get their partners across the world as well as interact. Gender inequality is present in online dating apps for guys because they cannot set their profiles efficiently to avoid being judged by society because of their sexual identity. Also, there are improper platform selections and insufficient expectations. Therefore, due to gender inequality, most guys place a general profile which makes their partners undergo significant challenges recognizing the sexual identity of their individuals. Also, another challenge the same-sex set faces while searching for their partners online is the increased unexpected problems such as not getting anyone that matches with them and individuals not responding as well as the presence of fake profiles.
Macro-level Social Factors Contributing to Gender and Hookup
	Marriage plays a significant role in society, therefore, as many people are working on using online dating sites to find their soulmates and develop intimate relationships. Society has already instilled and prepared individuals on the roles and tasked they need to sustain a marriage. According to Somech & Drach‐Zahavy (2016), marriages have structural conditions; for instance, women with high education levels or more income might be essential rudiments for the families to maintain. Nevertheless, the same source argued that gays and lesbian marriages do not necessarily need to arrange themselves in gendered ways since they cannot create gendered behavior. Also, another research found that marriages done with partners who met through online dating applications have are more likely to be together than those who met offline (Hobbs et al., 2017). However, women finding their partners in online dating sites are always headhunters and pursue to get the good things in life and respect their values. At the same time, the gender socialization concept, makes them follow their self desires. However, both genders could be looked down on when they are not married.
	Courting and dating are essential parts before individuals are involved in marriage; however, advancements in technology eliminate the traditional methods of dating and getting intimate partners due to online dating applications. People should keep on going out and meeting their partners in different places physically, such as in concerts and events. This will enable them to use technology in communication to enhance their interactions and connections with each other.
	In summation, individuals pass through significant changes during their development, making it possible for individuals to learn the new things that influence their gender socialization. Moreover, gender socialization through online dating continues to manifest. Also, gender inequality increases when the relationship level of same-sex dating emerges in society. Although same-sex dating has gained recognition in the past five years, online dating applications have made it easy for hookups, dating and networking. The challenges increase at macro-level such as marriage understanding as women are shaped to behave and act in marriages. On the other hand, modern women who use online dating focus on the great things they desire in marriage.



References
Byers, E. S., & Cohen, J. N. (2017). Validation of the interpersonal exchange model of sexual satisfaction with women in a same-sex relationship. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 41(1), 32-45.
Chappetta, K. C., & Barth, J. M. (2016). How gender role stereotypes affect attraction in an online dating scenario. Computers in human behavior, 63, 738-746.
Hobbs, M., Owen, S., & Gerber, L. (2017). Liquid love? Dating apps, sex, relationships and the digital transformation of intimacy. Journal of Sociology, 53(2), 271-284.
Masden, C., & Edwards, W. K. (2015, April). Understanding the role of community in online dating. In Proceedings of the 33rd annual ACM conference on human factors in computing systems (pp. 535-544).
Rostosky, S. S., & Riggle, E. D. (2017). Same-sex couple relationship strengths: A review and synthesis of the empirical literature (2000–2016). Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 4(1), 1.
Somech, A., & Drach‐Zahavy, A. (2016). Gender role ideology. The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Gender and Sexuality Studies, 1-3.
Strapko, N., Hempel, L., MacIlroy, K., & Smith, K. (2016). Gender differences in environmental concern: Reevaluating gender socialization. Society & natural resources, 29(9), 1015-1031.

